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horsemen. As they were being driven back, they received
timely succour by the arrival, at 6 o'clock, of Fresia's Dutch
cavalry (of Mortier's corps), who made a fresh addition to
the strength of the Trench right, and forced Kologribow to
retire. Whilst these cavalry combats were in progress,
Grouchy had observed that the Eussians, who were now
rapidly crossing the river, were advancing in force on Hein-
richsdorf by the road to Koenigsberg. From that village
they would be in a position to gain the French rear through
the Georgenau wood.

Sending ISTansouty forward from the Domnau road,
Grouchy followed towards Heinrichsdorf, direct from Pos-
thenen. Nansouty, passing through the Georgenau wood,
drove out of it, through Heinrichsdorf, the advanced troops of
the Eussians, until he was stopped by infantry and artillery.
Ordering Nansouty to form front towards the enemy at the
village, Grouchy himself charged their guns as they entered
it; whilst Nansouty, aided by Albert's dragoons, now seat up
by Lannes, attacked in front. Disordered by a successful
onslaught, the French were, in turn, charged by Eussian
cavalry, who, however, only succeeded in facilitating the
withdrawal of most of their own guns before they were
beaten off. Grouchy then drew up his men on either side of
Heinrichsdorf at its eastern entrance.

AH this time a desultory combat, without any decisive
result on either side, had been in progress along Lannes'
whole front. That marshal found himself in a position in
some ways similar to that which he had held at Pultusk. As
at Pultusk, he was facing a very superior force, for the
Eussians were now hurrying across the Friedland bridges,
Bennigsen hoping and believing that only Lannes was at
hand. But there was this great difference between the two
cases, that, at Pultusk, Lannes felt he had nothing to fall
back on, whilst, at Friedland, he knew that the Emperor was
hurrying up an overwhelming force to his aid*

It was now 9 a.m., and there were on the field 9000